
Diane Chaplin, soloist 

     Diane Chaplin is a concert cellist and nurturing music educator 

who lives Portland, Oregon. She appears often as a concerto 

soloist, recitalist and chamber music artist, and for the past 11 

years has toured around the United States as a featured member 

of the Portland Cello Project. Ms. Chaplin has taught at Yale 

University, Bard College, Oberlin Conservatory, among others, 

and has given master classes in the United States, Canada, 

Mexico, The Netherlands, Bosnia, and Russia. For many years 

she was the Program Coordinator for the Chamber Music Camp 

of Portland and now teaches at the Online Cello Academy (based 

in Norway). In 2019, she began performing solo cello recitals 

both in the United States and Italy, which set her up well for her 

current ongoing project: livestreams of solo cello music on the 

first Tuesday of every month, available on her Facebook or 

YouTube pages. 

     As a member of the Colorado Quartet for twenty years, Ms. 

Chaplin performed in more than twenty countries and recorded 

several critically acclaimed albums. The Quartet was the first all-

female string quartet to perform the complete quartets of 

Beethoven in both North America and Europe. Ms. Chaplin 

received a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the California 

Institute of the Arts, as a student of Cesare Pascarella, and a 

Master of Music degree from The Juilliard School, where she 

studied with Harvey Shapiro. She holds a Special Prize from the International Cello Competition in Viña del 

Mar, Chile, and a Certificate from the International Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow.   

     Ms. Chaplin's concerto appearances in the Portland area have included with the Beaverton Symphony, Clark 

College/Community Orchestra in Vancouver, Jewish Community Orchestra, Oregon Pro Arte Chamber 

Orchestra, Salem Philharmonia, Sunnyside Symphony, Tualatin Valley Symphony, and Venerable Showers of 

Beauty Gamelan at Lewis and Clark College. Ms. Chaplin was a founding member of Northwest New Music 

and is often featured on Cascadia Composers concerts. From 2010 – 2015, Ms. Chaplin was the conductor and 

Director of Youth Orchestras for the Oregon Pro Arte organization, and from 2015 – 2019 she was Director and 

Conductor of the Rose City Youth Orchestras. A prolific arranger and composer, Ms. Chaplin produces many 

reworkings of chamber music repertoire, writes brilliant arrangements for the Portland Cello Project, and has 

published many of her arrangements and student cello music. 

     When not performing or teaching in the United States, Ms. Chaplin escapes to her second home in Siena, 

Italy. You can find information about her livestream and in-person concerts, as well as her published music for 

sale, at www.cellochaplin.com. 

http://www.cellochaplin.com/

